
Study Process for Rail Corridors

Due to last year’s passage of FasTracks, several transit related
corridor studies are being prepared at the same time. The I-70
East Corridor EIS is just one of those studies. Others include the
US 36 Corridor EIS, the North Metro Environmental Study, Gold
Line Environmental Study, and the I-225 Environmental Study. All
of these studies will follow a similar decision making process.

The first step in the decision making process includes
consideration of various alternatives. This takes place during the
project scoping and alternative evaluation process. The I-70
East Corridor has completed alternative evaluation and has
determined technologies to advance into the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS).

The I-70 East Corridor EIS will consider commuter rail and light
rail light rail transit (LRT) alternatives. As such, the I-70 East
Corridor will study both light rail and commuter rail maintenance
facilities. Once the other four studies get to a point where
technologies have been determined, they will be required to
assess maintenance facility locations in their respective corridors.
In some cases, corridors may share a maintenance facility.

Debido a la aprobación de FasTracks el año pasado, varios estudios
relacionados con el tránsito de corredores se están preparando al
mismo tiempo. El IIA del Corredor Este I-70 es solo uno de los
estudios. Otros incluyen el IIA del Corredor US 36, el Informe de
Impacto Ambiental North Metro, el Informe de Impacto Ambiental Gold
Line, y el Informe de Impacto Ambiental de la I-225, todos de estos
estudios siguen un proceso de decisión similar.

El primer paso en el proceso de decisión incluye la consideración de
varias alternativas. Esto se lleva acabo durante el proceso de mirando
y el proceso de la evaluación de la alternativa. El Corredor Este I-70 ha
completado el la evaluación de la alternativa y a determinado las
tecnologías para poder avanzar en el Bosquejo del Informe Impacto
Ambiental (BIIA).

El Corredor Este I-70 considerará las alternativas de carriles de
transporte rápido y tren ligero (TL). El Corredor Este I-70 estudiará las
áreas de mantenimiento para los carriles de transporte rápido y tren
ligero. Una vez que los otros quatro estudios lleguen a un punto donde
las tecnologías hayan sido determinadas van a requerir evaluar las
ubicaciones para las áreas de mantenimiento de los respectivos
corredores. En algunos casos, los corredores pueden compartir las
áreas de mantenimiento.

Proceso de Estudio para los Corredores de Ferrocarril
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Commuter Rail
Facility Scenarios

Commuter rail lines require a maintenance facility for cleaning,
maintenance, and vehicle storage. The maintenance facility could either
be a central facility that serves several corridors or a facility that serves
only one corridor. Commuter rail lines also require a layover facility at the
end of the corridor for routine maintenance and vehicle storage. Several
combinations of maintenance facilities and layover facilities are being
considered.

Two scenarios are under consideration for a commuter rail maintenance
facility. Figure 1 shows the scenario where a central maintenance facility
would serve several corridors. This is being considered as an option if two
of the three potential commuter rail corridors (US 36, I-70 East Corridor,
and North Metro) select commuter rail. Under this scenario, the central
facility is at the end of the corridor where the multiple commuter rail lines
come together and the layover facilities are at the other end of the
corridor.

Figures 2 and 3 show the scenario where a maintenance facility would
serve one corridor only. Under this scenario, a maintenance facility could
be considered at either end of the corridor and the layover facility would
be at the opposite end. This is being considered if US 36 is the only
corridor to select commuter rail.
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Since the last round of corridor-wide meetings in February 2005,
additional neighborhood and stakeholder meetings have been conducted
regarding the commuter rail maintenance facilities. As a result of those
meetings, two additional candidate sites have been identified that are
being considered in addition to the three that were presented last
February. In addition, two sites are being considered in Boulder that
would serve the US 36 corridor if it is the only corridor to select
commuter rail.

The project team also considered the possibility of splitting the
maintenance facility into two smaller sites to try and minimize impacts,
based on community input. It was decided not to move ahead with a
split maintenance facility concept because it required more property than
the combined site and created additional noise and air quality impacts
because of the need to move trains between the two facilities.

In summary:

Five candidate sites are being considered that would serve I-70
East Corridor, US 36 Corridor, and/or the North Metro Corridor if
two of the three select commuter rail

Two candidate sites are being considered in Boulder is US 36 is the
only corridor to select commuter rail

If the maintenance facility is in Boulder, there are three candidate
sites for a layover facility in Denver
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Commuter Rail Maintenance
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Maintenance Facility Site
Identification Process

6. Evaluate in Environmental Study5. Identify Candidate Sites

Public
Input

Public
Input

Public
Input

1. Identify Corridor Transit
Technologies

2. Consider Technology in
other RTD Corridors

�

�

Central Facility
Corridor-only Facility

3. Identify Site Requirements:

�

�

�

�

Minimize neighborhood impacts
Connect to RTD Corridors
Meet size/shape
Serve transit operations

4. Identify Initial Sites
�

�

Central Facility
Corridor-only Facility

Level 1
Screening

Transportation
Functions

Drop

Drop
Feasible

Site Identification

Level 2
Screening

Site
Relationships

Candidate Site

Environmental Studies

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Land Use/Plans

Neighborhoods

Economic Development

Traffic/Transportation

Air/Water Quality

Noise/Vibration

Others

Candidate Site

DEIS
Evaluation DRAFT EIS

Identify
Preferred

Alternative

A cooperative effort between FHWA, FTA, CDOT, RTD, and Denver



Purpose/Description

Maintenance Facility Site Identification Process

Rail transit maintenance facilities are required for the storage, maintenance,
and upkeep of transit vehicles. They typically include vehicle and supply
storage, a maintenance shop(s), and employee offices and parking.

A six step process, described in the
exhibit, will be followed to determine the most favorable location for

a maintenance facility.

Maintenance Facility Site Identification
Process

Rail Transit
Maintenance Facilities

1 Identify corridor transit technologies

Consider technology in other RTD corridors

Identify site requirements

Identify initial sites

Identify candidate sites

Evaluate in environmental study (e.g. EIS)

- As part of the environmental
process (e.g. EIS), transit technologies are identified.

- Once a technology is
identified, other corridors with similar technology are considered to
determine if a central facility is needed or if corridor-only facility is
appropriate.

- Requirements are established to help
determine where possible maintenance facility sites could be located.
These requirements include minimizing neighborhood impacts and
various technical issues.

- Using the site requirements, several initial sites
are identified.

- Through a two-step screening process,
criteria are used to determine the most feasible sites for further
evaluation. (See accompanying exhibit for an explanation of the
screening criteria.)

- The candidate sites are
evaluated against over 20 social, economic, and environmental
resources to determine their benefits and impacts. The Final EIS and
Record of Decision will include the preferred maintenance facility site.
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Study Process for
Rail Corridors
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